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too much ground for our enemies to triumph; and to discourage the noble struggles now making to preserve the liberties of tbis country: in order therefore to prevent the former, and support the latter, and if possible to bring them to a sense of their duty;
Resolved, That the merchants of New Port, or any others, who have violated the non-importation agreement, are for that inglorious defection from the interests of their country, declared enemies to the liberties of North America; and that unless they return to their duty, we will treat them as such. Resolved^ That we will have no trade or commerce with the merchants of the colony of Rhode Island, or any of its inhabitants, but on condition that the merchants of that colony, solemnly declare on oath, that they will strictly observe and maintain the non-importation agreement, and use their best endeavors to oblige others to conform to it, while the same is adhered to by the capital towns on the continent; and as an evidence of their sincerity, immediately reship all the goods unsold to Great Britain, which they have imported contrary to their agreement; and send to us two reputable merchants, who have been witnesses of the other merchants; being qualified as above required; and of the departure of the said goods: and also, that they give strict orders to the masters of their vessels trading to Great Britain, not to take any goods on board, not allowed by the agreement, for any person or persons whatsoever. And if any goods should arrive in their vessels contrary to the nonimportation agreement, that they cause them to be reshipped to Great Britain, or to whatever place they were imported from.
Resolved, That if the merchants of the said colony do not, in one month after the date hereof, comply with the requisitions in the preceding resolution, although the act of Parliament imposing the aforesaid duties should be totally repealed: yet we will hold the merchants and inhabitants of that colony in the utmost contempt and abhorrence; in order to transmit